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On 18 April 1952, Hafden, fnu, head of the Mining Products Department in the
DIR Ministry of Foreign Trade, told a business acquaintance that the DDR
was planning to corner the world market in potash by concentra.ting on the
production of 60% K 0 potash.

‘This policy had been established in 1951.

However, that year most of the

potash produced was still of the relatively low concentration of 35 to 40%.
K20 potash, which the DDR had produced ever since the end of the war, Only

6,000 tons of 60% K20 potash were produced in 1951,
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Now, however, Hafden stated, the DDR had produced no fewer than 100,000 tons

“of 60% K20 potash,and of this amount, 25,000 tons had recently b

Hafden expressed confidence that this outstanding success would cripple the

potash trade of the Western woeldl, as none of the Western countries

produced K20 potash of a higher concentration than 48 to 52%. It was only
the USSR and now the DDR which produced 60% K20 potasho
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